The HELP system for the treatment of atherothrombotic disorders: a review.
Given the importance of atherothrombotic disorders for the public health system, and the known limitations of conventional treatment on one hand and the compelling biochemical evidence and long-term safety of HELP (Heparin-mediated Extracorporeal LDL/Fibrinogen Precipitation) apheresis on the other hand, this approach provides a most valuable tool for further medical research and treatment of the various atherothrombotic and microcirculatory disorders. The present contribution reviews the recent developments in chronic and single application of apheresis in cardiology with particular emphasis on the newly discovered therapeutic possibilities for myocardial infarction, stroke, and after coronary artery bypass grafting.